Literary Analysis Outline 

Literary Analysis
1. Establish the Theme and its Validity


Theme Statement



This statement is true because:




Reason 1(general)



Reason 2(general)



Reason 3(general)
2. Show Author’s Strategy


A. The Author uses plot to show (a reason) by . . . 


B. The Author uses Character to show (a reason) by 

3. Merge Theme and Strategy



Reason 1




Strategy A




Evidence




Application



Reason 2




Strategy B

Evidence




Application



Reason 3




Strategy A or B

Evidence




Application

Conclusion


Name________________________ Pd.__

Literary Analysis in Sentence Outline Form
Write the analysis of Charles as a sentence outline, using the framework below.

(Remember, Theme is what the Author says about Life and Thesis is what you say about how the author conveys his idea)
1. Major Assertion (Thesis):
In Charles, the author uses plot and Character to express the theme that ... 
there is great power in the art of deception.
[This statement is true because:]

2. Minor Assertion (Point or Reason):
(Note: This should be your statement about the author's technique - the use of plot or 
character. It should not be a statement about the characters or story; these are the evidence.)

2 the author uses a flippant style of diction to suggest that the stories being repeated are not necessarily true.
[This reason is valid because of the following evidence or example from the work]

2A. Evidence or Example from Text:
(Use a summary or short exemplary quote, with page numbers)

2a The writer uses the following examples of diction to describe Charles’s manner, “ raucous shouting” (p. 216), “spoke insolently” (p. 216), “grinned enormously” (p. 217), “laugh insanely” (p. 217), “said scornfully” (p. 218), and “reported grimly” (p. 219).
[The evidence (or example) supports or proves the minor assertion by ...]

2B. Application
Supply a sentence (or two) showing how the evidence or example supports the minor assertion and therefore proves the major assertion.

2b The use of this flippant and defiant diction strongly suggests that Laurie is not telling the truth and has learned how to manipulate his parents with his lies.
3.  Minor Assertion (Point or Reason):
(Note: This should be a statement about the author’s technique - the use of plot or character. It should not be a statement about the characters or story; these are the evidence.)

3 The author uses concerned phrases and diction which show that other characters in the story believe the stories they are hearing.
[This reason is valid because of the following evidence or example from the work]

3A. Evidence or Example from Text:
(Use a summary or short exemplary quote, with page numbers)

3 a. The mother in the story responds with such phrases as “kindergarten is too unsettling for Laurie” (p. 217), “Charles sounds like such a bad influence” (p. 217), “I was waiting anxiously” (p. 217), “Charles was an institution in our family” (p. 218).  The father in the story also responds with such phrases as “father’s eyes widened” (p.219), and “’I want to get a look at her’” (p. 219).
[The evidence (or example) supports or proves the minor assertion by ...]

3B. Application
Supply a sentence (or two) showing how the evidence or example supports the minor assertion and therefore proves the major assertion.


3b These various responses reveal that the parents are convinced of the reality of Charles.
4. Minor Assertion (Point or Reason):
(Note: This should be a statement about the author's technique - the use of plot or character. It should not be a statement about the characters or story; these are the evidence.)

4 The author continues to utilize sympathetic diction and short phrases to illustrate the belief in Charles and the sympathy that one character has for another because of Charles’s actions.

[This reason is valid because of the following evidence or example from the work]

4A. Evidence or Example from Text:
(Use a summary or short exemplary quote, with page numbers)

4a The use of “maneuvered” (p. 220), “cautiously” (p. 220), “trouble adjusting” (p.220), “occasional lapses” (p. 220), and “Charles’s influence” (p. 220) demonstrate that the mother firmly believes in the existence of Charles and has sympathy for the kindergarten teacher. 
[The evidence (or example) supports or proves the minor assertion by ...]

4B. Application
Supply a sentence (or two) showing how the evidence or example supports the minor assertion and therefore proves the major assertion.

4b The writer continues to convince us through the mother’s movements and diction that Charles does exist and sympathy should be extended to the teacher who must endure Charles in class each day. 

Conclusion
The continued use of flippant diction in reference to Laurie’s actions and the use of concerned and sympathetic phrases demonstrate the immense power of the art of deception--especially that of a  charming kindergarten boy.
