Theme

1.  Theme must be expressed in a declarative sentence.  It must be a statement about the subject.  Love, jealousy, revenge are simply subjects or topics. The theme must be a statement about the subject (topic).

2.  The theme must be stated as a generalization about life.  Do not use the names of characters or precise places and events.  (Stay away from plot.)
3.  The generalization must not be larger than justified by the terms of the story.  Avoid terms like every, all, always.  Some, sometimes, may are usually more accurate.
4.  The theme is the central and unifying concept of a story.  The theme should not be contradicted by something in the story.  The theme should not rely on supposed facts.
5.  There is no one way of stating the theme of a story.

6.  We should avoid any statement that reduces the theme to some familiar saying we have heard all of our lives.  Avoid saying “You can’t judge a book by its cover” or “It's better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all”.
