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Students and Parents/Guardians:
Welcome to Mr. Brown’s Pre-Advanced Placement English II class. By registering for Pre-Advanced Placement English II, you are committing to a course which, according to the College Board, “engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing.”

Pre-Advanced Placement English classes often require students to complete homework outside of the classroom most weeknights, weekends and over holiday breaks. Typical assignments include independent reading and analysis of literature, vocabulary and grammar exercises, projects, research, and writing.  Successful and happy students in the Pre-Advanced Placement English classes excitedly accept the challenges of a rigorous reading and writing program. It is important that students learn to face challenges and that they understand the meaning of commitment.
For many years the governing concept for all of my classes has been: 
Respect for all persons and property.

What do we mean by respect? 
Respect:  1. to recognize the worth, quality, importance, or magnitude of:     
2. a willingness to show consideration or appreciation. 
Consider what a world we could have if this were the governing concept for all of us.  

Syllabus/Student Agenda 

The syllabus and student agenda for Mr. Brown’s Pre-Advanced Placement English II is located at www.jerrywbrown.com.  The agenda is subject to change and students are encouraged to check the site on a regular basis.  All handouts, assignments, materials that are used in class (including PowerPoint presentations) and not restricted by copyright laws will be placed in the English II files section of www.jerrywbrown.com 
Grading Policy

Major Grades - 55% (essays, projects, tests, class discussion, group work)
Minor Grades - 40% (daily class work or writing, quizzes, homework*, journal)
Daily/Completion grades – 5%

*Homework is independent practice that supplements information previously taught or continued from class, including reading in support of classroom activity, practice of skills taught in class, or may be part of a larger assignment.
Late and Make-up Work Policy

Late work will be penalized. The amount of the penalty will depend on the nature of the assignment. Ordinarily, work that was assigned more than a week before the due date will be penalized ten points per school day to a minimum of 50. Make up work for absence is not the same as late work. The Student Handbook statement on absences will apply. See Absent from class below.

Absent from class 
From the Student-Parent Handbook.  “Students who miss a class due to illness or any other approved absence generally have one class day for each day missed to make up work. Previously assigned work for which they have had adequate notice and time to complete, even with the absence, should be handed in on time unless the delay is approved by the teacher. Any test missed due to absence will be made up immediately upon return or at the earliest possible day at the teacher’s discretion.”

Scheduled extracurricular activities
This is taken directly from the Student-Parent Handbook.  “Students who miss a class for a previously scheduled school-sponsored event, such as a basketball game or band trip, may be required to take a test or submit make-up work prior to the event.”
What happened “while you were away…”

If you are absent from class, consult with at least three reliable people from the same class before asking me (Remember: “ask three before me”).  

Raising a grade on a test or a quiz

All students may retake a test on which they make a failing grade; however, one or more tutoring sessions may be required to raise the failing test grade. The test should be retaken in a timely manner.  
Penalty for cheating and plagiarism
From the Student-Parent Handbook. Copying another person’s work, such as homework, class work, or a test, is a form of cheating. Plagiarism is also a form of cheating. Plagiarism is defined as using another person’s original ideas or writing, without giving credit to the true author, as use of one’s own work. Students guilty of cheating, plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty will be subject to academic and/or administrative disciplinary action that may include loss of credit for the work in question.
Additional Information
1. Tardies are unacceptable; everyone is expected to be in class on time. You are expected to be in your seat when the bell rings.

2. Books, paper, and pen and pencil must be brought to class every day.  Students will not be allowed to leave the classroom to retrieve supplies from lockers.   

3. Always use blue or black ink unless you are directly instructed to use pencil. 
4.  You will not be allowed to go to the restroom the first 15 minutes of class or last 30 minutes of class.  
Materials
The following is a list of materials required for this class.  Replace them as needed.  Please obtain the materials as soon as possible.


Have the following available at all times:

· Blue or black pens, #2 pencils

· Notebook paper (wide rule only)

· Sets of medium point markers and hi-liters  (green, yellow, pink, blue)

· Post-it notes (for marking significant passages as you read)

Other supplies needed:

· 1 ½ inch three ring-binder

· Dividers for three-ring binder

Sections of the binder
Reference (information to keep all year)

Handouts (short and long-term assignments

Notes (class or reading)

Writing

· Assignment notebook or other place to record homework or project assignments

· Composition notebook for your journal (must bring to class each class period)

Please sign and return this portion of the form to Mr. Brown as soon as possible.  
(Keep the rest of the packet for your reference.)

Class Period ________

I understand the commitment necessary for Pre-AP English II and will help my son/daughter organize study time in support of class assignments.  I will notify the teacher of any concern I have relating to the class or my child’s progress. 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________Date ______ 

Student Signature: ____________________________________Date_____________
Please Print the Following:

Parent/Guardian Email Address: ___________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Phone Numbers: _______________________ ____________________
Student Email Address: _______________________________________________

