English II – Pre-AP   Syllabus - Course Philosophy and Overview

Round Rock High School
2010 – 2011
Pre-AP English II

Course Philosophy
Tenth Grade English is the threshold to the AP Language and Literature Program. To ensure success in these college-level courses, this syllabus reinforces the reasoning and analytical skills need in both. The fall semester focuses on literary analysis and writing about literature while the spring semester focuses on nonfiction and argument analysis and writing about stylistic elements in nonfiction and argument as well as writing persuasive essays.

Course Objectives
Refer to the tenth grade Skill Progression Chart for course objectives.

Brief Overview of Each Six Weeks
First Six Weeks: Fiction/Nonfiction Poetry Analysis
Second Six Weeks: Nonfiction Analysis
Third Six Weeks: Drama/Poetry Analysis
Fourth Six Weeks: Fiction and Thematic Analysis
Fifth Six Weeks: Argument Analysis
Sixth Six Weeks: Persuasion and Argumentation

 Ongoing Assignments

 Grammar studied within the context of reading and writing as well as lessons  from Don Killgallon’s Sentence Composing for High School

Weekly vocabulary as well as vocabulary studied within the context of reading and the study of prefixes, roots, and suffixes (as needed)

AP-style multiple choice question practice

Journals for a variety of purposes

Major exams on major works

 Grading and Evaluation
Major Grades - 55% (essays, projects, tests, class discussion, group work)
Minor Grades - 40% (daily class work or writing, quizzes, homework, journal)
Daily/Completion grades – 5%
Major Texts

Lord of the Rings (excerpts)
The Once and Future King 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor
Pilgrim at Tinker Creek (excerpts)
Macbeth
Antigone
Jane Eyre
The Grapes of Wrath (excerpts)
The Things They Carried (excepts)
Julius Caesar (excepts)

 Major Assignments and Activities

Close Reading
Of all reading assignments

Grammar
Included in lessons

Composition

Each week

Major Assignments

1st semester – Book Analysis
2nd semester – REHUGO

Rules

Come to class prepared and ready to work

Always Show Respect for EVERYONE in the Classroom

Do not interrupt anyone who is speaking without raising your hand and being called on

Students remain seated at their desks until the bell rings

Voices in groups should be kept at an acceptable level so as not to disturb other classes

All writing must be school appropriate

Consequences

If a rule is continually broken within the semester, the consequences will vary from warning, parent phone call, detention or referral depending on the instance.  In certain circumstances (such as using profanity in the classroom or truancy), referrals may be written immediately.

Detention is a punishment for doing something wrong or inappropriate in class.  Students will not be allowed to talk to friends, draw pictures, write notes or simply do nothing during detention.  Students will either work on missing work for my class, or I will have them copy a page out of the dictionary to hand in.

Detention is served during my tutoring time, unless arrangements are made the day of the given detention.  A student has one week to serve his/her detention.

