1   love is a place


love is a place
& through this place of
love move
(with brightness of peace)
all places  


(5)

yes is a world
& in this world of
yes live
(skillfully curled)
all worlds


(10)

e e cummings

1. How many complete sentences do you find in this poem? __________________________

2. Place a slash mark (/) at the end of each complete sentence.

3. In each sentence, underline the subject(s) once and the verb(s) twice.

If Cummings had followed the rules of punctuation, where would he have put commas in this poem? ______________________________________________________________________________

Are these sentences simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex?
________________________________________________________________________________

How do you know? ________________________________________________________________

4. In the space below, write any clauses that are in inverted order (placement of the verb before
the subject):
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Rewrite each of these clauses in natural order (placement of the subject before the verb.)
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

How do these changes affect the
sound of the poem? __________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

tone of the poem? __________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

meaning of the poem? __________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

5. What purpose do the ampersands (&) serve in this poem? What is their function?
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

6. Fill in the blanks in the sentences that follow with the best choice provided:
People often use ampersands and other symbols rather than words when they are writing (notes/essays/business letters/text messages/instant messages)__________________ and ________________.   The use of symbols such as ampersands helps to create a/n  
(formal/informal )_________________________ feeling and adds to the reader’s understanding of the tone of the poem.

Parentheses may be used to set off supplementary or explanatory words that are so loosely
connected to the main thought that they might be made into a separate sentence.

7. Look at the words that Cummings encloses in parentheses in the first stanza. What feeling do
these words create? _________________________________________________________________

Now read the first stanza without those words. Would the feeling of the first stanza change if the parenthetical words were removed? Explain.  _________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Look at the words in parentheses in the second stanza. What feeling do these words create?
_______________________________________________________________________________

Now read the second stanza without the parenthetical words. Would the feeling of the second
stanza change if the parenthetical words were removed? Explain. __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

8. Notice that, in each stanza, the parenthetical words come between a verb and its subject. What
effect do the placement and punctuation have on the tone of the poem?
__________________________________________________________________________________

9. List two words you might use to describe the tone of this poem:__________________ and ​​
________​​​​​​_______________________________________

.

