One of the great things about reading is that you keep meeting old friends (Foster, 28).  As you start a story, it seems new, but as you read you begin to see patterns, archetypes, and “old friends”.

Consider all the books, short stories, and poems you have already read.  Pick 10 “types” from the list below and as best you can give the name of the character; the title of the book, short story, or poem; what happens to the character; and why you remember him/her.

adventurers & daredevils 


aristocrats 

upper class 

artists 





astrologers 

vampires
astronauts & cosmonauts


athletes 

victims 

barbarians




bodyguards 

villains 

captains




captives 

troubled youth

castaways




child prodigies 
tyrants & despots 

cleaning ladies, maids



clowns & jesters 
tragic heroes collaborators, traitors



cowboys 

tragic heroines


dentists




detectives 

travelers
disfigured




doctors, physicians 
students
double agents




dreamers 

teenagers 

dropouts from society



dwarfs 

eccentrics




firefighters 

fugitives & escapees



gossips 

governesses




healers 

heirs





highwaymen 

historical figures



hoboes & tramps 

homeless




hostages 

housewives




immigrants 

impostors




informers 

intellectuals




inventors 

journalists




judges, magistrates 

killers





kings & queens 

landowners




liars 

mad scientists




mentors 

middle class




ministers 

misers





monks 

mythical beings



neurotics 

nuns 





nurses 

odd couples & mismatched pairs

outlaws 

pilgrims




pioneers 

pirates





princes & princesses 

prophets & seers



runaways 

saboteurs 




sailors 

servants & domestics



soldiers 

spies





star-crossed lovers 

